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FRUIT GROWERS VICTORIA CONFERENCE
“Beyond 2022 Orchard & Packing Technology”
Thursday 04 & Friday 05 August 2022

A message
from the
Chairman
With the support from our members and supporting
industry groups, FGV envisages the Conference to
build year on year and continue to provide relevant
innovative ideas and technology to our members
and Industry alike, enabling continual education and
growth. From this, FGV can help lead a cohesive and
co-operative Industry going forward into the future.

It is with great pleasure I welcome you all to the Fruit
Growers Victoria Ltd Conference 2022.
As the current Chairman, I would like to thank
Fruit Growers Victoria’s (FGV) members and the
industry generally for their support over the last few
years. The industry has gone through some difficult
challenges, particularly caused by the Pandemic, which
has brought immense labour issues, difficult pricing
and limited export opportunities to our Industry
more than ever before.

I must express a sincere thank you to all FGV staff
and conference committee, including Countrywide
Conference and Event management.
And lastly, thank you to our sponsors, with-out this
on-going support, this event would simply not be
possible.

Over the passing months, all FGV Staff and Board
Members have been working hard to put together
a well-rounded and informative event, that enables
Victorian Apple, Pear and Stone Fruit growers to
have access to all the latest innovative information
and technology that will support growers Beyond
2022.

Welcome and enjoy!

Mitchell McNab
Fruit Growers Victoria Ltd Chairman
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FRUIT GROWERS VICTORIA CONFERENCE
“Beyond 2022 Orchard & Packing Technology”
Thursday 04 & Friday 05 August 2022

Conference Program
DAY ONE - Thursday 4 August
8.00am

Registration Opens - Riverlinks Eastbank

9.00am

Official Opening of the FGVL Conference - Shepparton Mayor, Shane Sali

9.15am

Conference Welcome - FGVL Chairman, Mitchell McNab

9.25am

“Winning with Automation” - Tim Bond, Sales Manager Automation at J-Tech Systems

9.50am

“Thin Canopies - what we can do and what we can't do!” - Chris Peters, Washington State USA

10.15am

Chelsea Hall - Nutrition Program Manager - Hybrid Ag

10.25am

MORNING TEA

11.00am

“The Labour Crisis in Australia: Managing Options, Risks & Cost” - Steve Burdette, Executive Officer of Approved
Employers of Australia Ltd.

11.20am

“Victoria’s Food & Fibre Traceability Program” - Kieran Murphy, Technology Development Lead at Agriculture Victoria
Research.

11.40am

“The Rate of Change” - Robert Green, 4th generation grower at Oakleigh Orchards, Lenswood SA

12.00pm

Cam Clifford - Managing Director - AME Group

12.10pm

LUNCH

1.30pm

“Lessons From the Industrial world that apply to Orchard and Packing Technology” - Steve Lockyer, Managing Director at
Inform Ag

1.50pm

“AAE Present and Future of Agriculture” - Lawrence Graham, Founder and director of Australasian Agriculture &
Equities (AAE)

2.10pm

Darren Cribbes - Agronomist conNEXUS global - Sonic Essentials

2.20pm

AFTERNOON TEA

3.00pm

“Multi-leader Training for Apple & Fruit Production” - Alberto Dorigoni, Researcher specialising in pedestrian apple &
pear orchards and mechanization - Zoomed in From Italy.

3.40pm

Adrian Englefield - Regional Extension Manager - Horticulture Innovation Australia HIA

3.50pm

Discussion Panel - Q&A Interactive forum hosted by FGVL Grower Services Manager, Michael Crisera on
“Establishing labour efficient orchards”

4.45pm

Day one concludes
FREE TIME

6.30pm

Industry Dinner sponsored by SPC Australia.

DAY TWO - Friday 5 August
8.30am

Delegates arrive at Plunkett’s Orchard for breakfast (make your own way there)

9.15am

Welcome from FGV

9.20am

Tim Bond, Sales Manager Automation at J-Tech Systems – Breakfast Sponsor

9.30am

Groups of 10-15 to tour Greefa Plant (as per dot colour on lanyard) and alternate with live demonstrations outside

10.30am

MORNING TEA

11.00am

Tours continue

11.30-12.00 Day two concludes
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Connect to resources and
research outcomes that can
help your business grow
Come meet Adrian Engleﬁeld and Jason Hingston who are keen to chat with you and
answer any questions you might have about the investments we are making on your
behalf. They can also let you know about resources you can use right now on farm.
Adrian and Jason are Regional Extension Managers, part of Hort Innovation’s
Extension initiative that is enhancing the coordination, communication, and application
of research and development outcomes. Regional Extension Managers are based in
each of Australia’s main growing regions, playing a linking role within industry to
improve the uptake and adoption of relevant R&D.
Adrian Engleﬁeld
Regional Extension
Manager for
South-East Australia

Jason Hingston
Regional Extension
Manager for
South Australia

Telephone: 0427 143 709

Telephone: 0429 793 496

Email: adrian.engleﬁeld@horticulture.com.au

Email: jason.hingston@horticulture.com.au

Region: Bellingen through to Sydney basin,
NSW south coast, central west NSW, Riverina and
Goulburn Valley

Region: Gippsland, Yarra Valley, greater
Melbourne and Tasmania
About: Jason has a background in private and
industry-based RD&E, which drives his passion
for increasing the uptake of research outcomes
to create positive change on-farm.

About: Adrian is passionate about facilitating
on-farm practice change through the adoption of
world-class R&D. This is something he experienced
ﬁrst-hand over 10 years when managing his family
vineyard.

Prior to joining Hort Innovation, Jason worked
as an Industry Development Oﬃcer in the
strawberry industry and as a Territory Manager
for Organic Crop Protectants.

Before coming to Hort Innovation, Adrian worked
as a Viticulture Development Oﬃcer with the
NSW Department of Primary Industries.

Find out more at www.horticulture.com.au/extension
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Conference Presenter Alberto Dorigoni
Alberto Dorigoni, born in Trento, Italy in 1962 and graduated in Scienze Agrarie in
1987, is a former researcher at Foundation E. Mach, where he worked from 1988
to 2021. A fruit grower himself, he carried out agronomic trials in the 2 experiment
farms of F.E.M. in the Trentino Province.
After working on thinning compounds and on the use of PGR’s, the main interest of
his trials in the last 15 years moved toward the training system of apple and pear to
develop a sustainable orchard that reduces input of chemicals, fossil fuels and labour
and that is suitable to mechanization.
In the last years he published several national and international articles on this topic
and was invited to present all over the world his vision of a pedestrian 2D fruit-wall
similar to the modern vineyards. He also invented and patented in 2012 the “window
pruning machine”, a device that mimics hand pruning, designed for reducing labour of
pruning. He is giving advice to several big and small orchard owners in many parts of
the world, with focus on orchard design and tree architecture.
Multi-leader Training for Apple & Fruit Production
Alberto will present on multi-leader training for apple and fruit production and detail
differing growing systems that include 2 dimensional fruiting walls for ease of picking
and pruning while maximising production.
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Automate
your orchard

• Drive profits without
driving the tractor

• Make your tractor autonomous
• Overcome staff shortages

• Safely spray, mow & mulch
• Control from your phone

Come and see our comprehehsive range of
spraying, mowing, mulching & harvesting equipment
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Conference Presenter Steve Burdette
Senior executive with a strong background in agribusiness, ranging from
field packing, logistics and marketing to commercialising intellectual
property rights, restructuring/mergers and developing extensive national
and international contacts and relationships. Expert in all aspects of
horticultural supply chain; from orchard development (including drought
mitigation strategies and environmental sustainability) through to market.
Participated in the Seasonal Worker Programme since the pilot was
introduced in 2012. Key driver in the formation of the Approved
Employers of Australia Ltd and chaired the Association between 2019
and 2021 and is now the Executive Officer.
The Labour Crisis in Australia: Managing Options,
Risks & Cost
Steve will present on the labour crisis in Australia, managing options
risk and costs. He will share his knowledge of the new PALM deed and
guidelines covering the application and recruitment process. An update
of the Ag Visa will also be provided.

Introducing ecoFOG, the
drench-free way to apply
posthar vest fungicides and
DPA.
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY LTD • (02) 9725 2544
HORTICULTURE • POST HARVEST • TURF
80 Years in 2020 • Est. 1940 • campbellchemicals.com.au
100% Australian owned & operated.
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Revo
PIUMA
4x4

The fuTure of fruiT
growing is here

FRUIt
tec Red
PUlse

When it comes to Harvest, Pruning, Thinning and Defoliation,
we are the specialists in orchard mechanisation.
Talk to us today.

Supplying fruiT TeChnology to
reVolutionize fruit growing
+61 417385725

jason@gvcropprotection.com.au

www.farmequipmentimports.com

101-103 Drummond Road, Shepparton Vic, 3630
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Conference Presenter Robert Green
Robert Green is a 4th Generation grower at Oakleigh Orchards in Lenswood, South
Australia (est 1893), personally growing apples for 40 years with a family history of
130 years.
Robert’s focus has been efficiency and productivity. He has achieved extraordinary
yields and grown a high percentage of his crop to the highest quality.
Innovation and design are a key part of the day to day running of the orchard with
Robert developing his own scheduling control system for the drip irrigation and
fertigation setups and the development of engineering solutions such as picking and
pruning platforms and a root ripper for vigor control in the orchard.
The Rate of Change
The cyclic nature of horticultural business profitability drives a cyclic pattern of growth
and investment in different corners of our industry.
It’s interesting to look back at some of the drivers of change and the time it takes to
get results.
The last few seasons have, to say the least, been difficult. The next few look like they
are going to be no less challenging with respect to labour availability, reduced export
opportunities and the proliferation of managed varieties.
How will industry respond to the recent increases in labour, energy, packaging and
other input costs at a time of rising production and falling consumption?

DISCOVER GREATER SHEPPARTON
The friendly team at Greater Shepparton Visitor Centre will
assist with all your local needs
EAT & DRINK | PLACES TO STAY | ARTS & CULTURE | CYCLING & WALKING | FAMILY FUN
Greater Shepparton City Council proud supporters of Fruit Growers Victoria

Greater Shepparton Visitor Centre - 1800 808 839
530 Wyndham Street, Shepparton, (Ground Floor, Shepparton Art Museum (SAM) building) | www.visitshepparton.com.au
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Conference Presenter Tim Bond
Tim Bond is the Sales Manager, Automation at J-Tech Systems, who are
a major supplier of labelling, packaging and automation solutions to the
fresh produce industry. Tim joined the J-Tech team in 2016 after working
with multinational companies like Visy, Hallmark, Canon and MercedesBenz in both engineering and sales roles.
He has an Honours Degree in Mechanical Engineering, and he has the
enviable ability to think outside the box to come up with automation
solutions that are practical, while delivering the best possible results for
any packhouse.
Tim has an inherent ability to understand and empathise with the
needs of his customers as well as the changing needs of the industry.
His passion is delivering efficient solutions with automation as well as
reducing waste and improving sustainability for the industry as a whole.
Winning with Automation
As we move beyond 2022, shed owners and managers will need to
introduce automation to win the daily challenge of sorting and packing
their produce and, they’ll need it to be done more quickly, more cost
effectively and consistently – each and every day.
While there’s still a tendency to think automation is only for the big guys, that’s not the way of the future. There’s
absolutely no need for an all or nothing attitude - automation is a journey where each step is a win and the
benefit of each win adds up to greater overall success. Even smaller, lower cost projects that semi-automate all, or
a part of existing processes, can quickly deliver amazing results and benefits in your shed.
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Conference Presenter Kieran Murphy
Kieran Murphy is a Technology Development Lead within Agriculture
Victoria Research. He is currently leading a traceability foundations
research program focusing on Horticulture tree crops traceability
systems utilising sophisticated spatial technology and new and
emerging sensor systems. This includes developing a traceability
framework that will support existing and new AgTech collaborations
and partnerships.
Victoria’s Food & Fibre Traceability Program
Kieran will outline some key areas for consideration in terms of
traceability systems, what is happening at a national and state level,
how traceability systems are being deployed to support food safety
standards and market access, and how you can become involved in
trials and accessing information to stay connected.

0123456777
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Conference Presenter Steve Lockyer
Steve Lockyer is the Managing Director of one of the leading
independent “Decision Agriculture Systems” companies, Inform Ag. He
has an extensive electrical, engineering, factory automation and control
systems background and has worked with leading industrial businesses in
project management and R&D roles through to senior management in
Visy’s automation division.
Steve’s passion for rural life saw a transition into the Agriculture
sector in 2016. He draws on his industrial background to provide farm
management software, automation and control solutions to address
current and future Agriculture and Supply Chain challenges. Steve and
Inform Ag have undertaken some significant whole of farm control &
irrigation projects, as well as integrating systems that work together on
farm to enable operations to make informed decisions. Steve brings a
“fresh” way of thinking to the Agricultural Technology space and see’s
fantastic opportunities for substantial gains and improvements to be
made.
Lessons From the Industrial world that apply to
Orchard and Packing Technology
We are living in a world that needs to massively increase the quantity of food we produce to feed a growing
global population mixed with an Agtech industry that’s predicted to be worth $100 billion by 2030.
Is your business using technology or is technology using you? Are you utilising the analytics of the technology or
are you being distracted by flash-in-the-pan fads? What tech will stick and which will be left by the side of the
road?
This presentation is the time machine your business needs to understand, embrace and benefit from the right
technologies while looking at an industry that’s already been through a technology boom.
Discover the real-world applications you need to stay ahead of trends.
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Conference Presenter Chris Peters
Growing up on a fruit orchard in lower Yakima Valley, Chris Peters has
worked with pear, apple, cherry, peach, nectarine, apricot, plum, blueberry and
pomegranate over the course of 32 years in the fruit industry of Washington
State and Australia.
He has worked with a number of different fruit organisations including Gilbert
Fruits, Legacy Fruit Packers, Auvil Fruit Co. Vantage, Montague Orchards, Valley
Fruit, Peters Orchards Inc. and CM Holtzinger.
Chris is currently working as a horticulturist for Gilbert Farms, a family owned
enterprise based in the Yakima Valley of Washington State. He works across
all 1600 hectares of orchard including over 10 varieties of apples, cherries and
pears.
Thin Canopies – what we can do and what we can’t do!
Chris will provide an overview on current seasonal challenges in his current
role at Gilbert Orchards in the Yakima Valley Washington State. He will also
explain how growers are adopting planar canopies for improved labour
efficiencies. Chris is focused on improving general on-farm efficiencies.

Optimise calcium nutrition with

FOLIASTIM Calcium SC
™

FoliaStim™ Calcium SC Calcium SC is a pure and highly concentrated suspension
formulation of Calcium Oxide. A real innovation in the world of foliar Calcium
solutions, it is the first product on the market to combine highly concentrated
and bioactive Ascopyllum nodosum seaweed with Calcium at such high levels.
Scan to
read more:

Product benefits include:
• Increases nutrient use efficiency (NUE) of calcium
• Enhances plant resistance to abiotic stress during critical stages
• Helps fight against calcium related physiological disorders
• Increases fruit firmness and shelf life
• Synergistic effect between seaweed and nutrients

For more information call 1800 634 204 or visit www.ocp.com.au
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PRODUCT
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Conference Presenter Lawrence Graham
Lawrence Graham is the founder and director of AAE. Lawrence
has in excess of 20 years’ experience as a leading professional in
agribusiness. Lawrence brings expertise in business entry, evolution
and realisation/exit, maximising value throughout the stages relevant
to the business’ requirements.
Lawrence has a deep understanding in capital raising, research and
analysis, along with governance, risk/compliance and due diligence
from working in, and for, ASX top 20 listed companies.
Lawrence holds an MBA with a specialisation in finance and is a
licensed stock and station, business and real estate agent in NSW.
AAE- Present and future of Agriculture
Lawrence will give growers an introduction to his organisation AAE,
which works in partnership with emerging and leading agricultural
producers and supply chain participants with a focus on capital
raising and capital realisation.
Lawrence will present the 2021 Pear Industry review learnings and
application of review against the current state of the industry. He
will review the capital allocation in business in light of the current
CPI/inflation.

WORKING TOGETHER TO SUPPORT GROWERS
Speak to us today for info on our full range of quality products, backed by
the nutritional and agronomic advice of our trained eld services team.
Together, Hunters and Zadco can supply all the products you require, including brands
like Biomins, Tri-D25, Fulzyme Plus, Superzyme, K-Forte and Mega Starter.
ZADCO FOR QUALITY GRO PTY LTD
Joseph Zady - Sales Manager
P: (02) 8814 6638
E: inquiries@zadco.com.au
W: www.zadco.com.au

WB HUNTER PTY LTD
Graeme Talarico - Field Services Manager
P: 0427 215 744
E: mutz@wbhunter.com.au
W: www.wbhunter.com.au
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We thank and acknowledge our conference sponsors
PLATINUM SPONSORS

DINNER SPONSOR

BREAKFAST SPONSOR

CAP SPONSOR

COFFEE SPONSORS

LANYARD SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS

